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This quantitative research investigates the student’s creative reading instruction. Comparing between
using Numbered Head Together (NHT) and Make a Match to teach narrative text. The main purpose of this
study is to examine whether NHT or Make a Match is effective or not to teach narrative text. Regarding, that each
techniques has different characteristics the researcher used cluster random sampling to take the sample. The
sample is in the same level of seventh grade which consists of heterogeneous students. This research was held
in a school that located in rural area, where English is become unfamiliar and even strange for students.
Consequently, reading especially in English is become bizarre habit for students. Further, this paper show
signi cant result of students’ reading narrative score by using NHT technique. The data were collected from pre-
test which was conducted at  rst meeting and the post-test was conducted at the last meeting. A three-week
treatment by implementing of two learning techniques; NHT in experiment class while Make a Match in control
class to teach reading comprehension in narrative text.
Key Words: Numbered Head Together, Make a Match, Reading Comprehension, Narrative Text Introduction Reading plays as
vital part which interprets learn English means learn reading. The aim of reading to get the main message of the text; it does
not involve studying every word (Pollard, 2008). Reading is a di cult task, especially in foreign language; in this case it is
English reading (Krashen, 2003). Lems et al. (2010) maintained that reading comprehension is the ability to construct
meaning from a given written text. Regarding, reading comprehension is the key point for basics English, in particular
teaching reading become the main concern for the teachers. The students need prosperous reading skill for acquiring fresh
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information. Using various learning techniques of reading comprehension strategies enhances readers’ reasoning (Duke,
Pressley, & Hilden, 2004; Paris & Paris, 2007; Pressley, 2006). In fact, the students have to learn many genres endorsed by
the curriculum of Indonesia. Many students got low score in reading test due to some reasons, i.e. unattractive teaching
strategy provided by the teachers. Consequently the teachers have to be creative to build the students’ enthusiasm in
learning English. Based on preliminary study, the students reading score from the English teacher is drawn as the following.
There are 70% or 20 students got bad score, 12% or 9 students got enough score, 12% or 9 students got good score and not
more than 6% or 7 students can pass the examination with excellent score. Considering the information of students reading
score, it also aim at  nding out how far the result of comparison by using NHT and make a match technique toward
students’ reading comprehension in narrative text. Methodology This method of investigation was held through quantitative
research. This experimental design deal with two classes: one as experiment class and one as control class which both
class were received pre-test, treatment and post test. The aim of this quantitative paper is to determine whether NHT or
Make a Match is effective to increase students’ score of reading comprehension in narrative text. Participants The study
was conducted at junior high school in Lampung, Indonesia. The sample of this research was taken by using cluster random
sampling. There are two classes as the object,  rst class as experiment and the second class as control. Participants were
the seventh grade students which consist of heterogeneous capacity. Furthermore, the experiment class got treatment
through NHT and the control class got treatments through Make a Match. All participants had a major problem namely
reading. The participants live in the rural area, where reading especially in English becomes crucial problem. The students
did not have reading habit due to lack of English book. The students do not speak Indonesian as their daily conversation but
in local language (mother tongue). Actually the students have good ability to compete and learn English, because the
teaching-learning used by the English teacher, they get low score at reading test. The teacher only used textbook and
monotonous teaching technique that does not encourage the students to be active in learning activity. Materials Reading is
a good way of receiving input because it is accessible and full of input (Chiang, 2014). Some of the obstacles which
discourage the language learner are lack of English book, doing no reading for English subject. As earlier explanation, it also
supported by Mikulecky (2008) reading is the basic of instruction in all aspects of language learning; using textbook for
language course, developing vocabulary, acquiring grammar and using computer–assisted in language learning program
(p.1). Krashen (1985) argue that the best way to improve reading comprehension is by reading. The more students read, the
better their vocabulary becomes and the better vocabulary they know, the better they can read. While, reading
comprehension means making sense of what you read and connecting the ideas in the text to what you already know
(Harmer, 2001). By having good reading comprehension, the students will be easier to understand the content of the text. As
previous study, most of students do not have interested in reading text due to monotonous teaching strategy held by the
English teachers. Narrative text become one of di cult type of reading, some students have difference background
knowledge. For instance, when the teachers talk about folktale from another tribe, they do not really understand what the
teacher talk about. Turmudi (2010) points out that reading comprehension in narrative text is a kind of reading text which
describes about speci c things, places or people. Narrative is text which contains about story
( ction/non ction/tales/folktales/fables/myths/epic) and its plot consists of orientation, climax of the story (complication)
then followed by the resolution. From this point of view, the researcher give bridge of this gap by providing variety of
teaching strategy to encourage students enthusiasm to learn reading. Cooperative learning strategy promotes discussion
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and both individual and group accountability. NHT is one of cooperative learning strategy that held each student
accountable for learning material. Kagan (1989) maintained that NHT offered the cooperative approach of whole-class
question- answer, in which the teacher asks a question and then call one of the students with a raised hand, in this
technique approach the students number off (e.g. 1-4) ask a question, and tell the students to “put their head together” to
develop a complete answer to the question. When the teacher out a number, the students with that number raise their hands
to give respond. This structure facilitates positive interdependence, while promoting individual accountability. This strategy
ensures that each member knows the answer to problem or question asked by the teacher, because no one knows which
number will be called, all team members must be prepared, that is why this strategy gives con dence to lower achievers.
The cooperative learning of make a match is  nding partner (Curran, 1994). This teaching technique spurs the students to
read the text and comprehend the content. In other words, Make a Match is one of cooperative learning technique lead the
students  nd their partner by matching the “Question” and “Answer”. The participant is divided into two big groups, “A” bring
the question card and “B bring the answers card where everyone get one card that should be matched. During the activity
the teacher played the music, while students were fully active to match their card by  nding the correct answer of the
question. The researcher who acted as teacher gave high score for who were fastest and correct card. This automatically
built the students’ enthusiasm to learn narrative text, it also improves the students’ understanding of the material being
studied. Group learning methods encourage students to take greater responsibility for their own learning and learn from one
another, as well as from the instructor. Procedure This paper consist of some instruments which used to collect the data, to
elicit the required data, three set of instrument were administrated; (1) Pre test Students were asked to do reading narrative
test that held at  rst meeting in order to know the students mastery of narrative text. The researcher distributed 20 multiple
choice question whose four options (a,b,c,d) that have been measure by expert judgment and try out instrument. They
 nished them in 60 minutes long to answer the question related to narrative text. (2) Treatment There was three weeks of
implementation teaching technique to both experiment and control class. The participants learned narrative text using
these previous techniques. The classroom activity in control and experiment class is different but the  nal goal is same.
During the treatment, the researcher act as the teacher to explain the material and observe the students activity. NHT
applied as teaching technique in experiment class, while make a match applied in control class. (3) Post test Post test is
given at the end of the research in order to know the effectiveness of techniques that has been applied. It is aimed to know
the result of students learning narrative text both experiment or control class. The researcher distributed 20 multiple choice
question whose four options (a,b,c,d) as same as pre-test but in different type of question. The students  nished them in 60
minutes long. The pre-test and post test data were derived from teaching and learning process in the classroom. The
Gained Score of Pre Test Post test in Control Class Pre Test Post Test 85 63 65 40 41 20 MINIMUM AVERAGE MAXIMUM
The Gained Score of Pre Test and Post Test in Experiment Class Pre Test Post Test 90 60 70 75 44 25 MINIMUM AVERAGE
MAXIMUM As can be seen in the charts of pre-test and post test both classes, there are escalation difference result
between two techniques applied in teaching activity. Result and Discussion It can be seen from the above studies, the result
of this study also indicate that students’ reading comprehension in narrative text using NHT at junior level show signi cant
increasing. The participants were fully active to join the activity during learning process. It is easier for the students to learn
and comprehend the text provided by the teacher, most of students express their idea in group activity by sharing the
information they have got. It supported by Novitasari & Abdullah in 2013 that NHT enhanced the interaction among the
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students and let them did the task easier also encouraged the students participate actively in the whole activity. It helps the
students to overcome their di culties in reading, creating a positive atmosphere in the class, and building a good
interaction for the teacher and students. Limitation of the Study The effect of these techniques is directly related to the
amount of the time students spend on reading and comprehending the text. Those who active in learning activity and
following the teacher instruction were gain signi cant progress. Both of techniques were spurred the students to be active
in activities even group discussion, but in the same time, there were less students who did make a lot of progress due to
their slack. Conclusion In line with the research objective, the  ndings of this study were to  nd out whether NHT or Make a
Match is effective or not to teach narrative text. The conclusion of this research con rmed that NHT is more effective to
teach reading comprehension in narrative text than make a match technique. The statement is supported by the result of
 nding that the highest score in pre-test is 60, while the highest score of post test is 90. It proves that the students’ score of
reading comprehension in narrative text have signi cant increasing. Moreover, the students who lived in rural area are like to
learn English by having a group, they can comprehend and discus the text easier. It also helped the students enlarge their
understanding of narrative text and answer the followed question. References Chiang, Nonie I (2014). Extra-curricular
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